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Report from the Webmaster

SC]J launches online payment functions

By Adam Earnheardt

National Webmaster

The Society for Collegiate Jour-
nalists recently launched an
online store with PayPal. Links
to the store are available on the
SCJ home page at www.Scj.us.

Visitors to the SCJ web site are
now able to pay membership
dues, chapter charter fees and re-
new charter fees.

“I’m pretty excited about these
new services,” said Adam Earn-
heardt, SCJ Webmaster. “We are
trying to bring SCJ into the
twenty-first century with more
online services.”

In addition to fee collection, an
online donation form was created.
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Webmaster Adam Earnheardt has
spearheaded efforts for online

giving.

“This is the beginning of what
I hope will be an SCJ founda-
tion,” Earnheardt said. “It will
take a lot of work, but I believe
we can secure SCJ’s future with
gifts from previous members
and other friends in the field of
journalism.”

Donors can make one-time
gifts to SCJ or set-up online giv-
ing plans. For example, if do-
nors wish to donate $120 annu-
ally, they can create monthly
payment plans. In this case,
PayPal would accept $10 per
month from a bank account,
credit card, or debit card.

Donation and fee payment
through SCJ’s online store re-
quires the creation of a PayPal
account. “Starting a PayPal ac-
count is free and relatively
painless,” Earnheardt said.

Earnheardt noted that if some-
one wishes to make payments or
donations via PayPal, but can’t
understand how to create ac-
count, they should contact him.
Earnheardt can be reached at
webmaster@scj.us or by phone
at 814-393-2659.

“I’ve walked people through
the creation of PayPal accounts
in the past,” Earnheardt said. “It
requires that you have an active
bank account.”

A society for Collegiate Journalist - SCJ - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favortes Tools  Help

Dok - Q) - ﬁ p | /": Search \:'\‘:,fFavnrites @ veds ) ‘

Address [] http:ifume.scj.usf

Society for Collegiate
Journalists
.
The Reporter Online | The

Welcome to the Society for
Coillegiate Journalists new home on
the web.

We'e redesigned the site to better suit
your needs. With improved navigation,
quicker download times, and a user
friendly web address, we hope you find
the new Society for Collegiate
Journalists (SCJ) web site easier to use|

Ag ahways, if you have questions, e-mai
us! We love to meet new students,
faculty advisore and professionals interested in joining SCJ and
starting new chapters.

You can send us your guestions, comments, or just say "Hi"
The SCJ email address is barlow@clarion edu. If you'd like the
email address of a specific staff member, visit the "Contact SCJ*
page. If you simply want on our mailing list, or if you'd like a

The SCJ website can be found at
WWW.SCj.US.

“PayPal is extremely secure,”
Earnheardt said. “I’ve yet to
hear of someone losing their
money on PayPal because of
security problems.”

These new services represent
the first phase of additional fea-
tures on the web.

“This is just the start,” Earn-
heardt said. “We plan to role out
other new features over the
coming months, including the
launch of the e-magazine, The
Collegiate Journalist.”

Earnheardt said he plans to
release a Call for Articles some
time in mid-May and launch
The Collegiate Journalist in
mid-Fall.



Editors suspect college officials played role in newspaper theft

Front-page story of stolen newspapers reported
lost accreditation; officials deny involvement

KANSAS — A front-page article in
Fort Hays State University's student
newspaper about the College of Educa-
tion and Technology almost losing its
accreditation may not have been too
popular among some readers — about
500 newspapers were missing from the
building that houses the college the day
the article was printed.

On Jan. 25, copies of the University
Leader were delivered to Rarick Hall at
approximately 10:30 a.m., and according
to witnesses there was not a single copy
left in the building by 11:30 a.m.

The front-page article reported that the
National Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Education sent a site visit team
to Fort Hays State to inspect the educa-
tion program. The program did not ad-
here to current standards, according to
the article, and the university was subse-
quently put on probation pending a sec-

ond visit in Febru-
ary to determine
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whether it will lose
its accreditation permanently.

"It's pretty frustrating that we're try-
ing to publish news on campus, and
someone would resort to something
illegal like this," said Editor in Chief
Will Manly. Although all of the news-
papers delivered to Rarick Hall were
missing, many of them were accounted
for.

"I took a good number of these pa-
pers to classrooms," said Guy "Ed"
Mills, dean of the College of Educa-
tion. Mills said that he took about 300
copies of the newspaper for students to
use the article "as a vehicle for discus-
sion."

However, Manly said, "that wouldn't
account for all the papers being gone."

On Jan. 25, the University Leader

received anonymous tips that faculty
members from the College of Education
were at fault, but officials deny having
anything to do with the theft.

"We sure didn't throw any in the
dumpster," Mills said. "We didn't ask
students not to read it. In fact we took it
to them and asked them to read it."

The Fort Hays State University Police
Department is still investigating the
theft.

"We're fairly certain that something far
more serious than theft is involved,"
wrote members of the University
Leader's editorial board in a column on
Jan. 28. "We believe our papers were
removed because of some content that
some administrators did not want stu-
dents to see."

This story is reprinted with permission of the Student
Press Law Center. For more information about the issues
of the student press check online at www.splc.org. This
story was written by Diane Krauthamer.

Former newspaper adviser sues Ind. university

INDIANA - A former student newspa-
per adviser who was removed from his
position by Vincennes University filed a
federal lawsuit against the school on
Feb. 2, claiming his First and 14th
Amendment rights were violated.

Michael Mullen, who was also a jour-
nalism instructor and chairman of the
journalism department, filed suit against
the public university at a federal district
court in Terre Haute nine months after
he was transferred and demoted after
conflict between student newspaper the
Trailblazer and the university.

According to the complaint filed by
Mullen, tension began to arise with the
university in April 2003, when copies of
the Trailblazer were stolen in response
to a controversial April Fools' Day issue.
The university administration did not
follow through with an investigation of
the theft, although Mullen and students
"were repeatedly told between April of
2003 and April of 2004 that the matter
of the removal of the papers was still
under investigation," according to the
Feb. 2 complaint.

In addition to not investigating the
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theft, the university denounced the
April Fools' issue as "vulgar and in
poor taste" in a letter to Mullen, the
complaint said. Over the summer, the
university threatened to cancel the
newspaper altogether, and the next
school year the administration denied
him the salary increase he was entitled
to, according to the complaint.

On May 11, interim Dean Mary
Trimbo told Mullen he was being
transferred to the English department,
and that he would no longer be serving
as the adviser to the Trailblazer. The
next day, Mullen found out that there
was no grievance process available for
faculty, and instead he had to follow a
"disagreement procedure," in which
his complaints are submitted through a
chain of command. The first person in
the chain of command was Trimbo,
who made the original decision to de-
mote Mullen.

"That [disagreement procedure] de-
nies due process, because due process
allows you to tell your side of the story
[and] to have your situation reviewed
by an impartial reviewer," said
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Mullen's lawyer, Ida Lamberti. "Clearly
if you go back to the person who made
the decision against you in the first
place, that's not an impartial reviewer."

Mullen attempted to take his complaint
to someone higher in the chain of com-
mand than Trimbo, Lamberti said. The
complaint reached former interim Presi-
dent John Gregg, who represented one of
the students who was accused of the
April 2003 theft before becoming in-
terim president. Gregg told Mullen that
the administration was supporting
Trimbo's decision to transfer him from
the journalism department and remove
him from his position as the Trail-
blazer's adviser.

After Mullen filed suit, Trimbo main-
tained that Mullen was transferred to the
English department out of necessity.

"He has tenure in English, and we had
need for him in English, and we moved
him to English. He did not have tenure
in journalism,” Trimbo said. She said
Mullen's transfer was not unusual be-
cause the administration had transferred

Continued on page three
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Extra copies of “Feature” pub available

By Arthur Barlow
National Executive Director

President William Ruehlmann
has offered to make his textbook,
The Feature Story Strikes
Back! Storytelling in Newspa-
pers available to active SCJ chap-
ters.

Ruehlmann said, “It’s a labor of
love. | love SCJ and writing, so
this is my opportunity to share
both passions at once. You’ll find
action-packed advice and exam-
ples on how to make a reporter's
free pass to the circus of life pay
off in prose.”

“See the elephant and get paid
for it. If you like The Feature
Story Strikes Back! and you
want to share it with other stu-
dents of the craft, SCJ provides
extra copies at cost: a mere ten
bucks per book,” Ruehlmann con-
tinued.

Executive Director, Art Barlow,
will be providing a free copy to
each active chapter conducting

their annual initiation.

This is only the first of a series
of new services for SCJ chapters
to be provided by the National
Office to active SCJ chapters.

For several years National
Council has expressed a desire
to publish a monograph series in
a text similar to the Constitu-
tion/Handbook. To that end we
invite people to submit scholarly
studies, practical hand guides,
and other resources.

Mary Beth Earnheardt was the
first recipient of a grant from
National Council. The grant is
in support of research into the
workings of student journalism.

Barlow used a semester-long
sabbatical to search out cognate
organizations which have the
potential to serve student jour-
nalists and their particular
needs.

A handbook identifying these
organizations will be printed on
the Clarion campus and will be
distributed to all active SCJ or-

SCJ MAJOR AWARDS—
DEADLINE EXTENSION!

The deadlines for:

- The Student Journalist of the Year Award

- The McDonald Award for
Outstanding Chapter of the Year

- The Barker Award for

Outstanding Chapter Adviser of the Year

- The Inglehart Award for
Special Contributions to the field

Have been extended until March 15.

Copies of the nomination forms are included with this mailing.
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ganizations in April.

Support for the distribution of
this important handbook was pro-
vided by the National Council
during their annual meeting held
in Nashville Tennessee in No-
vember.

Again, this text will be in the
format of the current Constitu-
tion/Handbook.

SPL.C—Adviser

from page two

another tenured English professor back
to the department in 2003, although she
would not name the professor, citing a
"personnel issue."

David Sumner, executive director of
the Indiana Collegiate Press Association,
said he doubts there was a need for
Mullen in the English department at all,
because that need did not arise until after
the Trailblazer published controversial
material. "It just seems too coincidental
that this re-assignment occurred [at the
same time]," Sumner said. Sumner said
the Indiana Collegiate Press Association
unanimously supports Mullen.

Mullen filed a tort claim in September
2004, at which point the university was
given 90 days to respond. The university
did not respond, and he filed a federal
lawsuit against them on Feb. 2. Vin-
cennes University has not responded to
the lawsuit yet.

Lamberti said Mullen is hoping to
achieve possible reinstatement to his old
position, as well as the compensation of
actual damages due to his financial loss.
In addition Mullen is hoping to change
university policies that impede constitu-
tional rights, such as the lack of a griev-
ance procedure available for faculty.

"We're asking that the court order
[Vincennes University] to stop doing
what they are doing that violates free
speech and that violates due process,"

Lamberti said.
This story is reprinted with permission of the Student
Press Law Center. For more information about the issues

of the student press check online at www.splc.org. This
story was written by Diane Krauthamer
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National
Council

President
Dr. William Ruehlmann
1584 Wesleyan Drive
Virginia Wesleyan College
Norfolk/Va Beach, VA 23502-5599
(757)455-3419(FFAX (757)461-5025
E-aM:wjruehlmann@vwc.edu

Past President
Dr. Sheridan Barker
Carson-Newman College
Box 1869
Jefferson City, TN 37760
(423)581-7731

First Vice President
National Contest Director
Mary Jennings
University of North Alabama
Box 5027
Florence, AL 35632
(256)765-4426(FFAX (256)765-4275
E-@M: mcjennings@una.edu

Second Vice President
Shirley Shedd
Communication Department
1111 N. Glenstone
Evangel College
Springfield, MO 65802
(417)865-2811
E-@M: shedds@evangel.edu

Third Vice President
Dr. Michael Longinow
Department of Communication
RM 400 Morrison Hall
Macklin Dr.

Asbury Collge
Wilmore, KY 40390-1198
(606)858-3511 ext. 248
E-@M: mlonginow@asbury.edu

Executive Director
Arthur H. Barlow
Becker Hall
Clarion University
Clarion, PA 16214
(814)393-2515 FIFAX (814)393-2186
E-@aM:barlow@clarion.edu

Chapter Representatives
Dr. Joe Mirando
SLU 10428
Hammond, LA 70402
(504)549-3374
E-@M: rhi@thurnder-rain.com

Cathy Keuhner
Shenandoah University
1460 University Drive
Winchester, VA 22601

(540)678-4338

E-@M: ckuehner@su.edu

Frank Barnas
Communication Arts Department
Valdosta State University
Valdosta, GA 31698
(229)259-5087 [FIFAX (229)245-3799
E-af: fbarnas@mail.valdosta.edu

Dr. Sheridan Barker
Carson-Newman College
Box 1869
Jefferson City, TN 37760
(423)581-7731

Notes from the Executive Director

Still winter, well, in Pennsylvania, but | did hear the geese as they flew over
our little town this morning so it’s time to think Spring, and the convention in
New York City and Awards and annual SCJ Initiations and special fundraisers
for our philanthropy: SPLC and.....whatever your imagination offers.

HOWEVER, there is still ice on the lawn and gloom in the heavens so let’s
make the most of the spirit of this season, good time to read Ezra Pound.

I usually try to add a little spark of enthusiasm to the monthly newsletter, but sometimes that forms
a false shimmer on the surface while trouble brews beneath. Let me express some serious concerns
regarding our fine, national organization.

I have consistently touted the party line that SCJ is primarily in the recognition business. We em-
power adviser and peers to recognize, if not excellence, at least achievement; we provide a national
venue for saying ‘Thank You’ for a job well done — hard words to come by, but fine words to live by,
once they are formulated. We also use our meager financial resources to add some extra voltage to
our charges; we present an SCJ member five hundred dollars as the recognized Student Journalist of
the Year; we always make a cash donation to SPLC at the autumn CMA/ACP convention. We recog-
nize the nation’s outstanding SCJ Chapter and Adviser, and we stand ready to make that extra special
recognition of singular achievement; the Inglehart Award. National Office works diligently to make
these and other awards available to active chapter and lifetime SCJ members.

I spoke with Past President Sheridan Barker yesterday. Entries for these awards are mailed to him,
and as Past President he makes the call; Deadline is past. So far: NO Student journalist of the Year
nominees; One McDonald Award nominee; NO Barker Award nominees; NO Inglehart Award nomi-
nees.

I am therefore extending the deadline to 15 March. There will still be time to announce the winners
in New York City. Advisers take a hard look; I ask you. Go to the web (www.scj.us) if you need
forms or just call us at Clarion, PA.

As long as | have worked myself into a mood,; let’s also take note that for every new SCJ Chapter
we charter we seem to lose one to the defunct bin. You must have at least three new Initiates in a two
year period to remain active. You must be an active chapter and an SCJ member to be eligible for
our awards and other services, prod, prod.

On a positive note, Mary Jennings is moving the National Contest along, and results are flowing
into the national office at a steady rate. | anticipate making the announcements in NYC, and Vivian
Wagner of Muskingum College will he handling the processing of the awards this year for us.

And on an even more positive note | am just informed that the Fairmont State SCJ Chapter has
raised funds for SPLC — show us the way.

Next stop St. Patrick’s Day — Erin go Braugh (What does that mean?)

The SCJ Reporter
The SCJ newsletter is

SCJ Chapter Notes and News
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published once a month
during the fall and spring
semesters in accordance
with the Clarion Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania
academic calendar. Itis
created on an Optiquest
computer using Microsoft
Publisher 2000.

Editor...Mary Beth Earnheardt

Congratulations to our
new members at:

Clarion University, PA—

8 new members;
Elizabethtown College, PA—
8 new members;

Slippery Rock University, PA—
2 new members;

Tennessee Technical University, TN—
3 new members

The National Office invites members and advisers to our
session at CMA in New York City.

Please send
submissions to:

Art Barlow
Becker Hall
Clarion University
Clarion, PA 16214

E-ah:
barlow@clarion.edu
mearnheardt@clarion.edu
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