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Convention!

By William Ruehlmann
SCJ President

Greetings, SClers!

We have quite a line-up of
speakers and events for your con-
vention March 4 through 6 at Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College in Virginia
Beach, Va. Headlining is crusad-
ing editor-publisher Bill O'Dono-
van on "The Calling and the Job,"
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Come serve your chapter,
have fun and learn!

SCJ Names SPLC National Philanthropy

By Arthur H. Barlow
SCJ Executive Director

The regionalization of SCJ
chapters has provided us with mod-
erate success. The members of Re-
gions I and II have begun to take
advantage of our resources by host-
ing College Media Days.

I believe it is time for us, as
the national leaders, to provide fur-
ther guidance to our membership.
As Executive Director, I have re-
ceived numerous press releases
covering the philanthropy of our
member chapters. These have in-
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cluded everything from canned
food drives, to float construction.
Our chapters want to be involved
and help those in need.

In consultation with mem-
bers of the TARARP (Technology
and Recruitment and Retention
Planning) committee, I purposed to
National Council that we adopt The
Student Press Law Center as our
national philanthropy. The Council
accepted this recommendation at
the November National Council
Meeting in Dallas Texas. This
choice is ideal in that The Student

Press Law Center provides services
to those whom we represent, and it
is an organization we have previ-
ously supported on a national level.
Our member chapters will organize
their service efforts into an annual,
national fundraising campaign.
This effort could be spearheaded
by the National President, with do-
nations submitted to the National
Executive Office. This matter will
be more fully addressed at the
March convention.

Continued on Page Two



Police at Tenn. university treating newspaper theft as 'malicious mischief’

University of Memphis newspaper staffer
says at least 800 coples were stolen

TENNESSEE — Stacks of student
newspapers found in a trash bin
last week at the University of
Memphis will not be investigated
as a theft but as malicious mischief,
campus police said.

Derek Myers, the univer-
sity’s public safety deputy director,
said that because the papers were
recovered and put back into a dis-
tribution rack before anyone noti-
fied police, they cannot be consid-
ered stolen.

“We can’t fit what hap-
pened to the way the laws are writ-
ten,” Myers said. “[If the perpetra-
tor is found], it will become some
sort of theft charge, but this is
something that’s so strange as far
as trying to fit the crime to an ac-
tual statute.”

On Jan. 28, staff members
of The Daily Helmsman were
alerted that copies of the paper
were hard to find in Patterson Hall.
Nearly 800 copies of the Jan. 29
edition were found in a Dumpster
outside the building shortly after
they were delivered.

Andre Cherry, staff re-
porter, said he believes papers were
stolen Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday of that week, but only pa-
pers from Thursday’s edition were
found, still bundled, in the trash.

“That particular building
doesn’t have security cameras
where it can observe the newspaper
stands,” Cherry said.
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Myers said the school is
adding Web cameras to problem
areas on campus, such as vending
machines, but if newspaper thefts
continue, the campus police depart-
ment will consider additional cam-
eras near newspaper racks.

Myers said newspaper
thefts usually occur because a per-
son or organization is upset with
something written in the paper. But
he said he was unable to find any-
thing very controversial in Thurs-
day’s edition.

Newspaper staff members
said they were told that the custo-
dial staff might be responsible for
the theft because the staff is aggra-
vated with students who tend to
throw the papers on the floor after
reading them.

Calvin Strong, director of
landscape and custodial services
for the school, said he has spoken
with the supervisor for Patterson
Hall.

“She spoke with the em-
ployees in that building,” Strong
said. “They assured me that they
had no part in it.”

Strong said the custodial
staff is not aware of who might
have taken the papers, but will be
keeping a closer eye on newspapers

in the buildings.

“There’s no reason to sus-
pect them,” Strong said. “They say
they didn’t do it.”

Bob Willis, journalism fac-
ulty member and advertising man-
ager for the paper, said the newspa-
per would consider pressing
charges against the person respon-
sible for the theft. Willis said he
can remember three newspaper
thefts in his eight years at the
school.

Myers said he believes this
was an isolated incident.

“We don’t have a lot to go
on unless someone wants to come
forward and say they saw some-
thing or confess,” Myers said. “The
officers know about it and are
keeping an eye on the newspapers
in the early morning, just to make
sure they are there.”

This story is reprinted with the permission
of the Student Press Law Center. For more
on the issues of the student press check
them out online at www.splc.org.

Philanthropy

from page one

Student Press Law Center
already provides members of SCJ
with the SPLC Report and allows
us to use their original copy for our
monthly newsletter. It seems natu-
ral that we give back to this pres-
tigious and important organization.



Schedule for SCJ Biennial Convention

The Calling and the Job

Virginia Wesleyan College

March 4-6

THURSDAY, March 4:

Spm.-7: Check-in and dinner at Boyd Dining Hall, VWC

7 p.m. - 8: Reception in the Galleria at Boyd Dining Hall

8 p.m.: DELEGATE MEETING I: Committee Assignments
FRIDAY, March 5:

(All events in Boyd 1/3 Dining Room)

7:30 a.m.-9:15: Breakfast (Cafeteria)

9:30 a.m.-9:45 : Welcome by Dr. Stephen S. Mansfield, Dean of the College; Remarks by SCJ President Bill

Ruehlmann and VWC SCJ Chapter President Jana Popeleski
9:45 am.-10:30 a.m. KEYNOTE SPEAKER Bill O’Donovan, Editor-Publisher of The Virginia Gazette
10:30 a.m.-10:45: Break

10:45 a.m.-11:30: Chris Williams of The Star-Democrat on “Starting Out”

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Lunch and fellowship in the Dining Hall

1 p.m.-2:30: Julie Elman and Sam Hundley of The Virginian Pilot on “Design and Art in Newspapers”
2:30 p.m.-2:45: Break

2:45 p.m.-4: DELEGATE MEETING II (as assigned)

4 p.m.: COMMITTEE PROGRESS REPORT

5 p.m.-6: Dinner (Cafeteria)

Evening Off. Options: VWC Men’s Lacrosse vs. Elizabethtown College, Trinder Stadium/Foster Field, 7 p.m. I Love
Trouble, newspaper comedy movie starring Julia Roberts and Nick Nolte, Clarke 118, 7 p.m.; “A
Celebration of Women’s Voices,” dramatic readings, Hotheimer Theater, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, March 6:

8:30 am.-11 am.: DELEGATE MEETING III: General Business Meeting and Report, Boyd 1/3 Dining Room

11 am.: National Awards: SCJ Executive Director Art Barlow and Amy Johnson of The Virginia Gazette
Noon: Lunch (The Grille) and Check-Out

1:30 p.m.: SCJ NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Keynote Speaker

W.C. (Bill) O’Donovan, crusading editor-publisher of The Virginia Gazette, grew up in a family of writers/
editors, edited his college paper at the University of Detroit, worked two summers writing for the White Plains Re-
porter-Dispatch, and worked another summer on the Stockton Record in northern California. He went to Vietnam
as an Army press officer, returning in 1971. Bill landed at The Virginia Gazette in Williamsburg, Va., “for six
weeks”; 32 years later, he is vice president for a multi-million-dollar division of five units. Bill is past president of
the Virginia Press Association of 128 papers, co-founder and past president of Housing Partnerships rehab volun-
teers, and past president of the Williamsburg Area Chamber of Commerce. He is active in Kiwanis Club and Wil-
liamsburg Performing Arts Center. Virginia State Chairman for the National Newspaper Association, Bill serves on
the board of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce and lectures twice a year at the American Press Institute.
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National
Council

President
Dr. William Ruehlmann
1584 Wesleyan Drive
Virginia Wesleyan College
Norfolk/Va Beach, VA 23502-5599
(757)455-3419EIFAX (757)461-5025
E-aM:wjruehimann@vwe.edu

Past President
Dr. William Lawbaugh
915 West Main Street
Waynesboro, PA 17260

First Vice President
National Contest Director
Mary Jennings
University of North Alabama
Box 5027
Florence, AL 35632
(256)765-4426E)FAX (256)765-4275
E-A": mjenning@unanov.una.edu

Second Vice President
Shirley Shedd
Communication Department
1111 N. Glenstone
Evangel College
Springfield, MO 65802
(417)865-2811
E-A": sashedd@aol.com

Third Vice President
Brian Steffen
701 North C
Simpson College
Indianola, IA 50125

Executive Director
Arthur H. Barlow
Becker Hall
Clarion University
Clarion, PA 16214
(814)393-2515 EJFAX (814)393-2186
E-aM:Barlow@clarion.edu

Chapter Representatives
Dr. Joe Mirano
SLU 10428
Hammond, LA 70402
(504)549-3374
E-e0: rhi@thurnder-rain.com

Dr. Bill Withers
Department of Communication Arts
Wartburg College
Waverly, IA 50677
(319)352-8289

Terry Dalton
McDaniels College
2 College Hill
Westminster, MD 21157
(410)848-7000 EJFAX (410)386-4601
E-@": tdalton@wmdc.edu

Dr. Sheridan Barker
Carson-Newman College
Box 1869
Jefferson City, TN 37760
(423)581-7731

Notes from the Executive Director

and remember, you can always register on-site.

Winter will end, but it will end sooner if you go to The Beach— Vir-
ginia Beach. This is it: REGISTER NOW for the SCJ Biennial National
Convention hosted by the Virginia Wesleyan College SCJ chapter and our
most gracious host and president, Dr. William Ruehlmann. The convention
will be an outstanding time for chapter members to get to know each other,
making SCJ an even stronger presence on our campuses.

Early registrations have NOT been pouring in, but there is still time,

Join us in early March and watch the surf set and the flowers bloom.

Also, don’t forget about the College Media Advisers National Convention March
18 through 20 at the Roosevelt Hotel in New York City. The convention always provided
SCJ members the opportunity to mingle and to network with each other and prospective

employers.

The CMA convention falls after the biennial convention at Virginia Beach, so eve-
ryone should have a great deal of momentum for the business at hand. In the past, conven-
tion coordinators have been gracious to SCJ by allowing us to hold our annual executive
board business meetings and announce our contest winners at the convention site. Even
though we’ve changed our convention to the local college model, CMA remains a valuable
resource for all student journalists in our prestigious honorary organization.

Chapter Notes
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Congratulations to our new members at:

Hampden-Sydney College, VA—1 new member;
Elizabethtown College—17 new members;

We look forward to seeing
you all at the Convention in
Virginia Beach, March 4-6.

The SCJ Reporter
The SCJ newsletter is
published once a month
during the fall and spring
semesters in accordance
with the Clarion Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania
academic calendar. It is
created on an Optiquest
computer using Microsoft
Publisher 2000.

Editor...Mary Beth Earnheardt

Please send
submissions to:

Art Barlow
Becker Hall
Clarion University
Clarion, PA 16214

E-an:

barlow@clarion.edu




