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BIENNIAL CONVENTION WRAPS 

   Changes to the National Council and 
Constitution/Handbook, selecting the 
2008 Convention Site, and changes to 
our awards and publications topped the 
agenda at the 2006 SCJ National Bien-
nial Convention held on March 2-4 at 
Valdosta State University in Valdosta, 
Ga.. 
   The conference started Thursday night 
with a welcome by convention planner 
and host Dr. Frank Barnas, who superin-
tended committee assignments.  
   Friday’s events included a keynote 
address by broadcast journalist Mike 
Roberts (the text of this address will be 
published in the 2006 TCJ online at 
www.scj.us). Following this there were 
several sessions focusing on media law 
and broadcast versus print journalism.  
   Following the speakers and sessions 
the delegates met. The following details 
the accomplishments of the membership. 
Nominations (Sheridan Barker, Chair) 
   The nominations committee presented 
the 2006 Slate of Officers as follows: 
►President – Mary Beth Earnheardt, 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania 
►First Vice-President – Mary Jennings, 
University of North Alabama 
►Second Vice-President – Vivian Wag-
ner, Muskingum College 
►Third Vice-President – Frank Barnas, 
Valdosta State University 
►Executive Director – William 
Ruehlmann, Virginia Wesleyan College 
   The delegates approved this slate; offi-
cers begin their official duties in July. 
Convention Planning (Frank Barnas, 
Chair) 
   The 2008 SCJ National Biennial Con-
vention will take place at Wilson Col-
lege in North Carolina. Rick Stewart and 

the Wilson Chapter will host. 
Colors, Pins, and Awards (Rick 
Stewart, Chair) 
   The major award descriptions in the 
Constitution/Handbook wil l  be 
amended to facilitate the reorganiza-
tion process. The Student Journalist of 
the Year Award and the Louis Ingel-
hart Award will still require nomina-
tion by individual chapter advisers. 
The Barker Award for Adviser of the 
Year and the McDonald Award for 
Chapter of the Year will accept nomi-
nations from chapters and from the 
National Executive Director. Also, the 
Student Journalist of the Year Award 
has been renamed the Arthur H. Bar-
low Student Journalist of the Year 

Award to honor the service of the retir-
ing executive director and former presi-
dent. 
Constitution Handbook (Mary Beth 
Earnheardt, Chair) 
   Several changes were made the Con-
stitution/Handbook. Most of these 
changes reflect current practice of SCJ 
or changes determined by the work of 
other committees at the Convention. 
Other changes included: 
►changing the length of the President’s 
term to four years, starting in 2008; 
►staggering the election of the President 
and Executive Director; and 
►printing all resolutions in the Constitu-
tion/Handbook. 

Members of the National Council meet at the 2006 National 
Convention in Valdosta Georgia.  
(Photo courtesy of Colleen Peterson, The Marlin Chronicle, Virginia Wesleyan College) 
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Notes from the Executive Director 

SCJ Chapter Notes and News 

Congratulations to our  
newest members at: 
 

Elizabethtown College, Pa.— 
       6 new members;  
Eastern Illinois University, Ill.— 
       11 new members;  
Virginia Wesleyan College, Va.— 
       5 new members; and 
North Carolina State University, N.C.— 
       17 new members. 
 
Thanks for all your hard work at the  
Convention. Have a great summer break! 

   Greetings! 
 
   Sincere congratulations to all who took part in the 2006 National 
SCJ Contest, results enclosed. Our great thanks to National Coun-
cil Member Mary Jennings for her continuing stewardship in su-
perintending the contest, an enormous undertaking. 
   The SCJ Biennial Convention at Valdosta State University in 
Georgia was a howling success, thanks to host Frank Barnas and 
his team of welcoming colleagues. We elected new officers, took 
care of business and sustained good fellowship among our atten-
dees. We proved again that work can be more fun than fun! 
   Two SCJ national awards were announced: Vivian Wagner of 
Muskingum College received the Sheridan C. Barker Award for 
Adviser of the Year in recognition of continuing distinguished ser-
vice to her chapter, the national office and the membership at 
large. Kelli Davis of Virginia Wesleyan College received the 
Louis E. Ingelhart Award for her triumph over life-threatening 
meningitis to complete her collegiate journalism career against 
enormous odds in the newsroom and the classroom. By special 
request of all assembled, retired executive director Art Barlow 
agreed to extend his service to SCJ at the helm of special projects. 
   As we wind up another packed academic year, make sure you 
send us your induction materials so we at Virginia Wesleyan head-
quarters can process them promptly. Meanwhile, do think about 
following the stellar examples of our chapter at McDaniel College 
in Maryland, which is hosting a spring College Media Day, and 
our chapter at the University of North Alabama, which is provid-
ing a summer Boot Camp for training journalists. 
                
As ever, 
Bill Ruehlmann 

TTTThe SCJ Reporter he SCJ Reporter he SCJ Reporter he SCJ Reporter     
The SCJ newsletter is 

published once a month 
during the fall and spring 
semesters in accordance 
with  the Clarion Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania aca-

demic calendar.  It is 
created on  an Optiquest 

computer using Microsoft 
Publisher 2000. 
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Convention 
from page one 

Publications (Adam Earn-
heardt, Chair) 
   The SCJ Reporter will now 
be a single-page, color publi-
cation. The Collegiate Jour-
nalist Magazine will be pub-
lished at the end of Summer 
2006. SCJ National Council 
Members and others will 
write articles. A student will 
be awarded a prize for the 
best article in TCJ. 
Audit (Bill Ruehlmann, 
Chair) 
   The audit showed a bal-
anced and punctilious Na-
tional budget. A certificate of 
deposit in Clarion will be 
transferred to Virginia 
Wesleyan College when it 
matures this summer. 
Resolutions (Art Barlow, 
Chair) 
   A resolution passed stating 
SCJ’s opposition to the Hosty 
v. Carter decision. A second 
resolution was passed stating 
SCJ’s support of employers 
who pay interns for their 
work. 


